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Introduction

This consultation is about improving cardiac (heart) surgery services across Greater
Manchester.

Right now, surgery happens at two hospitals. Our proposal is to bring all adult cardiac surgery
into one main centre at Wythenshawe Hospital.

We need your feedback to understand what is important to the people who may be affected by
the proposed changes and what their needs are. It is important that we consider this when we
make the final decision on the best option for changes to cardiac surgery.

What is cardiac surgery?

Cardiac surgery treats serious problems with the heart and major blood vessels. This can
include bypass surgery to improve blood flow, repairing or replacing heart valves, treating major
blood vessel problems.

Why things need to change

The service needs to change to keep up with growing demand:
e More people are developing heart disease, especially as they get older
¢ Risk factors like smoking, diabetes and obesity are high in Greater Manchester
e There are differences in care and results between hospitals
e Specialist staff are spread across sites, making services harder to run safely

While the current model continues to provide care, it is not the best way to deliver care in the
future.

Our vision for cardiac surgery

Our aim is for a cardiac surgery service which can meet future demand and:
¢ Is safe and high quality
e Provides the same standard of care wherever you live across Greater Manchester

Our proposal is to have one main specialist centre supported by a strong network of local
hospitals for routine care — including appointments, tests and follow up care - meaning patients
would still get much of their care close to home.

Part of Greater Manchester
Integrated Care Partnership




NHS

Greater Manchester

Who will be affected by the change?

This proposal will affect

e People across Greater Manchester who need cardiac surgery and their families/carers
throughout their care and recovery

e NHS staff
e GPs and heart specialists

e Hospitals and partner organisations

What are we proposing?

We are proposing that all cardiac surgery happens at one specialist centre at Wythenshawe
Hospital.

Most patients will continue to receive care locally, including appointments, tests and follow-up
care.

Other options were looked at but were not considered as strong.

Why is this considered a good option?

This option was chosen because it:
e Improves quality and consistency of care
e Brings specialist staff together, improving safety
e Helps reduce waiting times

o Makes better use of staff, buildings and equipment, and avoids the need for major new
buildings or extra cost

e Uses staff and resources more effectively and can meet future demand

Why are we only asking about one option?

We are asking about one option because it is the only one that can realistically be delivered.

We looked at different ways to organise cardiac surgery. Each option was checked against what
matters most, such as:

« Patient safety and quality of care
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e Having enough staff
« How easy the service would be to run

The results showed strong agreement that having one specialist centre at Wythenshawe
Hospital would provide the safest and most reliable service for the future. Other options scored
lower or would not be affordable, harder to deliver safely or effectively. National guidance allows
us to consult on one to three options. Because one option stood out so clearly, we are focusing
on this so we can get clear feedback.

Why you should respond

It is very important that we understand what is important to everybody who has an interest in the
future of cardiac surgery services. We can only decide based on the information we have. If you
have some thoughts, some things you wish us to consider, you need to let us know so that we
can take them in to account.

How do you get involved?

We want you to get involved as your feedback will help shape the final decision. You can share
your views by completing the survey, attending events or contacting us directly.

You have until Tuesday 22 September 2026 to give your feedback.

For more detailed information, please visit our NHS GM get involved webpage, text, call or
WhatsApp us on: 07786 673762. You can also email: gmhscp.engagement@nhs.net

Useful links to other documents

All these documents are also published in the “What you need to know” tab on our online
platform

Cardiac Surgery - Case for Change

Cardiac Surgery - Equality Impact Assessment

Cardiac Surgery - Engagement Report

Cardiac Surgery - Options Development

Cardiac Surgery - Pre Consultation Business Case

Cardiac Surgery - Stakeholder Engagement Summary

Cardiac Surgery - Travel Analysis
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Accessibility and translations

If you would like this information in another format, or translated into a different language,
please email gmhscp.engagement@nhs.net
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Jezeli chciat(a)by$ otrzymac te informacje w innym formacie lub w innej wersji jezykowej,
przeslij wiadomos¢ na adres gmhscp.engagement@nhs.net

Pour obtenir ces informations dans un autre format ou dans une autre langue, veuillez adresser
un e-mail a gmhscp.engagement@nhs.net
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gmhscp.engagement@nhs.net

Haddii aad rabto in aad macluumaadkan ku hesho gqaab kale, ama lagu soo turjumo lugad kale,
fadlan farriin iimayl u dir gmhscp.engagement@nhs.net

Daca doriti aceste informatii in alt format sau traduse intr-o alta limba, va rugam sa trimiteti un
e-mail la gmhscp.engagement@nhs.net
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BN FP~ gmhscp.engagement@nhs.net

Si desea recibir esta informacion en otro formato o que se traduzca a otro idioma, envie un
mensaje a la direccion gmhscp.engagement@nhs.net
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